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the challenges that children face in the fos-
ter care system;

(3) encourages Congress to implement poli-
cies to improve the lives of children in the
foster care system;

(4) acknowledges the special needs of chil-
dren in the foster care system;

(5) recognizes youth in foster care through-
out the United States for their ongoing te-
nacity, courage, and resilience while facing
life challenges;

(6) acknowledges the exceptional alumni of
the foster care system who serve as advo-
cates and role models for youth who remain
in care;

(7) honors the commitment and dedication
of the individuals who work tirelessly to pro-
vide assistance and services to children in
the foster care system; and

(8) reaffirms the need to continue working
to improve the outcomes of all children in
the foster care system through parts B and E
of title IV of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and other programs de-
signed to—

(A) support vulnerable families;

(B) invest in prevention and reunification
services;

(C) promote adoption in cases where reuni-
fication is not in the best interests of the
child;

(D) adequately serve children brought into
the foster care system; and

(E) facilitate the successful transition into
adulthood for children who ‘‘age out’ of the
foster care system.

——

SENATE RESOLUTION 148—DESIG-
NATING MAY 18, 2013, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL KIDS TO PARKS DAY”

Mr. UDALL of Colorado (for himself,
Mr. PORTMAN, and Mr. WYDEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REsS. 148

Whereas the third annual National Kids to
Parks Day will be celebrated on May 18, 2013;

Whereas the goal of National Kids to Parks
Day is to empower young people and encour-
age families to get outdoors and visit the
parks of the United States;

Whereas, on National Kids to Parks Day,
individuals from rural and urban areas of the
United States can be reintroduced to the
splendid National Parks and State and
neighborhood parks that are located in their
communities;

Whereas communities across the United
States offer a variety of natural resources
and public land, often with free access, to in-
dividuals seeking outdoor recreation;

Whereas the people of the United States
should encourage young people to lead a
more active lifestyle, as too many young
people in the United States are overweight
or obese;

Whereas National Kids to Parks Day is an
opportunity for families to take a break
from their busy lives and come together for
a day of wholesome fun; and

Whereas National Kids to Parks Day aims
to broaden the appreciation of young people
for nature and the outdoors: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 18, 2013, as ‘‘National
Kids to Parks Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of outdoor
recreation and the preservation of open
spaces to the health of the young people of
the United States; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States
to observe the day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 16—AUTHORIZING THE USE
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR
THE UNVEILING OF A STATUE
OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
DURBIN) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. CoN. RES. 16

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
THE UNVEILING OF FREDERICK
DOUGLASS STATUE.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used for an event on June 19, 2013, to unveil
a statue of Frederick Douglass.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the event described in sub-
section (a) shall be carried out in accordance
with such conditions as may be prescribed by
the Architect of the Capitol.

————————

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that a meet-
ing of the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources has been sched-
uled to discuss natural gas issues. The
meeting will be held on Thursday, May
23, 2013, at 10 a.m., in room 216 of the
Hart Senate Office Building.

The purpose of this meeting is to pro-
vide a forum to explore what the next
applications are for natural gas and
how this new demand will be met. The
environmental impacts of shale gas de-
velopment and best practices will be
specific points of interest.

Because of the limited time available
for the forum, witnesses may testify by
invitation only. However, those wish-
ing to submit written testimony for
the record may do so by sending it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, D.C. 20510-6150, or by e-
mail to lauren goldschmidt@energy
.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Todd Wooten at (202) 224-4971 or
Lauren Goldschmidt at (202) 224-5488.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
May 16, 2013, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on May 16, 2013, at 10 a.m.,

May 16, 2013

in room 366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Environment and Public Works be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on May 16, 2013, at 12 p.m.,
in room 406 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
the Judiciary be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
May 16, 2013, at 9:30 a.m., in SD-G50 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building, to
continue its executive business meet-
ing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on May 16, 2013, at
10:30 a.m. in room 428A Russel Senate
Office building to conduct a roundtable
entitled ‘“The Impact of Mandatory E-
Verify on America’s Small Busi-
nesses.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 16, 2013, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND SPACE
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee
on Science and Space of the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on May 16,
2013, at 10 a.m. in room 253 of the Rus-
sell Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

FREEDOM TO FISH ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 982, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 982) to prohibit the Corps of Engi-
neers from taking certain actions to estab-
lish a restricted area prohibiting public ac-
cess to waters downstream of a dam, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
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